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“The Servant of the Living God” 

Daniel 6:1-28 

 

 

 

 The account of Daniel in the lion’s den is probably one of the most well-known and best 

loved Bible stories. It has everything; danger, adventure, suspense… and a really cool ending. Had 

we been present when Daniel was pulled out of the den alive, we probably would’ve given him a 

high-five or a fist bump. Like the account of David and Goliath it contains the classic confrontation 

between good and evil, where good is victorious and evil is defeated.  

 But too often, the story plays into faulty theology - if we obey God, things will go well for 

us. Many of us who rightly reject the “prosperity gospel” still fall into this trap. One writer told 

how she was at her desk working on a Bible commentary. A loud motorcycle roared down the 

street, breaking her concentration. Her printer jammed and overflowed copies from the tray. 

Dropbox refused to give her access to a needed file. And she found herself thinking, “Seriously 

God? I’m trying to do some good work for you. Give me a break!” Most of us won’t say those 

things aloud; but unless I miss my guess, we’ve had thoughts like that.  

 So, this account in Scripture makes for a great story; but is that all it is? It certainly 

highlights God’s power to protect those who are faithful to Him. But the writer of Hebrews, who 

mentions Daniel’s deliverance, acknowledges that many others weren’t delivered. They lost their 

lives and property. We can say with confidence that a godly person’s deliverance, or the lack of it, 

has more to do with God’s sovereign plans and not as much with their personal circumstances. 

Between chapters five and six in this book of Daniel there’s a regime change. In the last 

verse of chapter five Belshazzar, king of Babylon, is killed and Darius the Mede takes the kingdom. 

But the connecting link between these two chapters is the faithfulness of Daniel and the favor he 

enjoys in the halls of government.  

 Remember, in the end of chapter five he is elevated to the position of third ruler of the 

kingdom. That meant nothing because the kingdom fell that very night. But Daniel reappears in 

the opening verses of chapter six in the new administration of Darius, setting the stage for his 

miraculous deliverance from the lion’s den.  

 Since all Scripture is God-breathed and profitable for us, what are we to learn from this 

familiar account? I hope you can stay with me as we explore this text under the title “A Servant of 

the Living God.” To begin our study, I will read the text, Daniel 6:1 to 28.  
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This text explores several REALITIES that are part of life for anyone who truly wants to be “A 

Servant of the Living God.”  

 

The First REALITY (for a servant of the Living God) is, 

 Exercise a Disciplined Life 

 Think back with me, if you will, to the opening chapter of the book of Daniel. It’s here that 

we learn the circumstances of Daniel’s arrival in Babylon. A young man, probably a teenager, 

taken from home and placed in a cultural and religious setting hostile to his upbringing. Daniel 

and his friends immediately distinguish themselves from the other captive Jewish youth by their 

commitment to the God of Israel. Now, here, some 60 to 70 years later, we see the results of those 

earlier commitments.   

 The text opens by explaining Darius’ method of governing his far-flung empire. One-

hundred and twenty satraps were appointed to oversee the individual provinces. Over the one-

hundred and twenty satraps were three governors. Daniel was the first among the three. The reason 

for this whole arrangement was so that the king wouldn’t sustain any damage or loss within his 

realm. In a kingdom this large there would almost certainly be men in authority who would be 

dishonest and self-serving.  

 Notice how quickly Daniel rises to the top of the list. We learned in chapter five that Daniel 

didn’t have a place of prominence in Belshazzar’s administration, but his reputation preceded him. 

Most likely, some of the lesser officials had served under Belshazzar. Their experience would be 

invaluable to an incoming administration. Daniel’s experience and character paved the way for 

him. This is the point of connection between the two chapters.  

 Now let’s zero in on verse three and four because this is where our first point is found. 

“Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps, because an excellent 

spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole realm. So, the governors 

and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the kingdom; but they could 

find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error or fault found in him.” 

 In other words, Daniel, as a servant of the Lord, lived a well-disciplined life. He is a model 

for all of us to follow in this regard. 

 Note, first of all, that” an excellent spirit was in him…” It’s clear from earlier chapters that 

Daniel was given supernatural ability from God in the understanding and interpretation of dreams. 



3 

 

But he also had exceptional qualities of character, developed by years of faithfulness to God and 

to those whom he served. Recall Daniel’s care for those over him. In chapter one, he didn’t want 

to endanger the steward, so he proposed the 10-day diet of vegetables. It was a win-win 

proposition. After he interpreted Nebuchadnezzar’s dream in chapter four, his personal care 

motivated an appeal for the king to humble himself and escape, or at least postpone, God’s coming 

judgment.  

 How well do you and I care for those who exercise authority over us? Do we only see them 

as authority figures, as those who can get for us what we want; are they a means to an end? Or, do 

we see them as equals, as fellow travelers on the path of life? Do we acknowledge that they too 

have desires for friendship, for appreciation, for acceptance? Is our service, our obedience, given 

cheerfully – or grudgingly?   

 And Daniel evidently cared well for those under his authority too. How can I say that? 

Because those who wanted to take his position couldn’t find anything by which to accuse him. 

There was no mistreatment of servants or lesser officials. There was no hint of inappropriate 

relationships or favoritism. There were no shady financial deals or questionable practices. Could 

the same be said for you – or for me?  

 And then, the text says that Daniel practiced “faultless service,” another evidence of a 

disciplined life. These men were evidently jealous of Daniel’s position. They conspired to find a 

way to accuse him before the king; but they couldn’t find an accusation that would stand up under 

investigation. Remember, Daniel is probably in the neighborhood of 75 or 80 years old, and they 

can’t find anything questionable about his service to bring before the king! That - is - amazing.  

 Daniel’s character reminds me of Peter’s admonition to us in I Peter 3:14; listen. “And who 

is he who will harm you if you become followers of what is good? But even if you should suffer for 

righteousness’ sake, you are blessed. And do not be afraid of their threats, nor be troubled. But 

sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks 

you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear; having a good conscience, that 

when they defame you as evildoers, those who revile your good conduct in Christ may be ashamed. 

For it is better, if it is the will of God, to suffer for doing good than for doing evil.” 

 Daniel exercised a disciplined life. He didn’t just drift along waiting for things to happen. 

He looked for opportunities to be useful to God by serving others. He cultivated an excellent spirit 

and he practiced faultless service. His character and discipline should challenge us today. 
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The Second REALITY is (the servant of God), 

 Will Expect Direct Opposition 

 These men were stymied; they knew it. They said, “We shall not find any charge against 

this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.” There was direct 

opposition against the law of God. Unbelievers hate God’s law because it convicts them.  

Paul says in Romans 7, “I would not have known sin except through the law. For I would 

not have known covetousness unless the law had said, “You shall not covet.” But sin, taking 

opportunity by the commandment, produced in me all manner of evil desire. For apart from the 

law sin was dead. I was alive once without the law, but when the commandment came, sin revived, 

and I died. And the commandment, which was to bring life, I found to bring death. For sin, taking 

occasion by the commandment, deceived me, and by it killed me. Therefore, the law is holy, and 

the commandment holy and just and good.” 

 So, the king’s officials came up with a plan. They came, en masse, the whole group of 

them, before the king. The New King James Versions says they “thronged” the king. In other 

words, they came hurrying before him in a large group. The original Aramaic word has caused a 

lot of discussion among scholars, but most of them agree that it suggests conspiracy, agitation, and 

the intention of stirring up trouble. Even today, the genuine servant of God should expect direct 

opposition to the law of God.  

 Notice with me what these men said. “King Darius, live forever! All the governors of the 

kingdom, the administrators and satraps, the counselors and advisors, have consulted together to 

establish a royal statute and to make a firm decree, that whoever petitions any god or man for 

thirty days, except you, O king, shall be cast into the den of lions.” They had to fudge the facts, 

didn’t they? Not everybody was on board with their scheme. How often today is peer pressure 

used to try to get what we want? How often have you heard, “Well, everyone else is doing it?” 

Guess what? Not everyone else is doing it! Even the prophet Elijah had to be reminded by God of 

this truth in First Kings chapter 19.  

 The king’s officials stage a hastily arranged “grand visit” to him to propose their scheme 

for catching Daniel. Imagine them rushing, almost breathlessly, before him, to give a sense of 

urgency to their request. Many of the Persian kings made claims of deity, or at least claimed to be 

the chief representative of their gods. Darius may have viewed this act by the officials as a sincere 
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pledge of loyalty. But it may also have appealed to his vanity and pride. No wonder the Scriptures 

contain so many warnings about the sin of pride.   

Of course, the edict, the decree, was that no person could make a petition to any god or 

man for 30 days except to King Darius. If they disobeyed, they were to be thrown into the den of 

lions. These men reminded the king of the permanence of the Law of the Medes and Persians. Not 

knowing their dishonesty, and the trap they’d set for Daniel, King Darius signed the decree.  

 When Daniel knew the decree had been signed, he went to his house. The RSV gives the 

sense that Daniel’s windows were perpetually open toward Jerusalem, which still lay in ruins. 

Solomon was the one who institutionalized praying toward Jerusalem. You can read about that in 

II Chronicles 6:34-39. That practice continued until Jesus informed the Samaritan woman that it 

was ending. You can read about that in John 4:20-24. 

Daniel understood that discovery was inevitable, but he wasn’t going to change his 

practice. Prayer occupied too important of a place in his life; he couldn’t just lay it aside. Chapter 

nine of Daniel informs us that he had a copy of the scroll of Jeremiah.  

Jeremiah 29:10 records “For thus says the LORD: After seventy years are completed at 

Babylon, I will visit you and perform My good word toward you and cause you to return to this 

place. For I know the thoughts that I think toward you, says the LORD, thoughts of peace and not 

of evil, to give you a future and a hope. Then you will call upon Me and go and pray to Me, and I 

will listen to you. And you will seek Me and find Me, when you search for Me with all your heart.” 

Daniel had confidence in God’s promises.  

This practice of prayer was at least part of the secret to Daniel’s impeccable character. 

Despite a very busy schedule, he paused three times each day to pray for Jerusalem and his own 

needs. Praying three times daily is mentioned in Psalm 55:16-17. Daniel wasn’t intentionally 

seeking martyrdom; he was simply continuing a long-established personal discipline. He certainly 

wasn’t going to change his practice to appease his enemies; they knew that.  

His enemies were confident that he wouldn’t change his practice, not even for the king’s 

edict. So, they gathered in a place where they could witness his disobedience. Sure enough, Daniel 

continued his regular schedule and his accusers had what they needed.  

Daniel’s accusers rushed to the king. Have you noticed there’s quite a bit of “rushing 

around” in this chapter? Verses seven, twelve, and sixteen all contain this idea of things done in 

haste. Proverbs 29:20 asks, “Do you see a man hasty in his words? 
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There is more hope for a fool than for him.” And Proverbs 19:2 reminds us that “Desire without 

knowledge is not good, and whoever makes haste with his feet misses his way.” These men, as we 

learn later, certainly missed their way.  

Once these men are assembled in the king’s presence, they remind him that law of the 

Medes and Persians can’t be changed. And the king, still unaware of their plot, admits that, “yes, 

the law is unchangeable.”  

Now, notice the way in which they accused Daniel. They didn’t say “one of your most 

trusted advisors has violated your decree.” Instead, they made the charge against Daniel as a 

member of the Jewish race, a despised minority. “That Daniel, who is one of the captives from 

Judah, does not show due regard for you, O king, or for the decree that you have signed, but makes 

his petition three times a day.” Can you hear the disdain in their words?  

The servants of God are a despised minority in many places around the world today. And 

that attitude is growing in the western world. You aren’t allowed to even voice legitimate criticism 

of other ethnic and religious minorities or “protected” classes of people; but Jews and Christians 

can be slandered without serious repercussions. That shouldn’t surprise us; Jesus said it would be 

this way.  

In John 15:18 to 20 Jesus said “If the world hates you, know that it has hated me before it 

hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love you as its own; but because you are not 

of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you. Remember the word 

that I said to you: ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’ If they persecuted me, they will also 

persecute you. If they kept my word, they will also keep yours.” 

Now, the trap has been sprung and Darius is extremely upset – with himself! He realizes 

he’s made a big mistake and he works from that moment until sundown to find a way to avoid the 

consequences of his decree. He explores every legal loophole; but none can achieve what he wants. 

So, once again, in verse 15, his officials come thronging into his presence reminding him that the 

law can not be changed.  

Reluctantly, the king has Daniel brought and thrown into the den of lions. But in the process 

of having this done, he makes a most interesting statement. The king says, “your God whom you 

serve, He must deliver you.” The implication of Darius’ words is “I have tried to save you, and 

failed; now, your God must save you.” Evidently, Daniel’s piety and devotion, coupled with his 

devotion to his God, had made a deep impression on the king.  
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After Daniel is cast into the den of lions, a stone is laid over the opening and it is sealed 

with the king’s signet. The decree was fully executed and now no human being could intervene, 

not even the king himself. This sealing of the stone reminds me of another stone that was sealed; 

the stone that covered the door of the garden tomb where Jesus’ body was placed after the 

crucifixion. It was sealed with an official government seal designed to prevent anyone from 

tampering with it.  

So, the king went to his palace and passed a sleepless night. He refused any diversions; 

food, music, whatever. Most likely, he never before had been so emotionally invested in a capital 

case. Here was an absolute monarch who was accustomed to brutality and the execution of 

criminals; yet he couldn’t sleep. Perhaps, all he could think about was his own stupidity and the 

innocence of Daniel. What a contrast between Nebuchadnezzar, who had no compassion for 

Daniel’s three friends when they were cast into the fiery furnace! 

Finally, the long night is past. Now, it’s the king’s turn to do some rushing around! Picture 

Darius in the dim light of the early dawn making his way anxiously to the lions’ den. Unable to 

see clearly in the dimness he calls out to Daniel in an anguished voice; “O Daniel, servant of the 

living God, has your God, whom you serve continually, been able to deliver you from the lions?”  

Evidently, the king thought Daniel’s deliverance was possible or he wouldn’t have spoken 

audibly. But the fact that he spoke in such an anguished voice leads us to believe he didn’t really 

expect a reply; only the low growl of the lions in response to his call.  

But Daniel answers the king, and that leads us to our final reality for the servant of God. 

 

The Final REALITY is (the servant of God), 

 Will Experience a Definite Deliverance 

 Imagine the king’s surprise and relief when the calm voice of Daniel answers from the pit! 

Daniel shows his composure by addressing the king with traditional respect and telling him that 

the lions haven’t hurt him. He attributes this miracle to God and to the fact that he was innocent 

of any wrongdoing against the king. His obedience to his God didn’t necessarily make him guilty 

of disobedience toward the king. 

 Daniel told the king that the Lord had sent His angel and shut the mouths of the lions, so 

they didn’t hurt him. Like the Psalmist in Psalm 59, Daniel had been surrounded by “bloodthirsty 

men” who sought his destruction. They conspired against him, circling around him and snarling 
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like vicious, hungry dogs. We don’t have any record of Daniel’s prayer while in the den, but it 

certainly could’ve been similar to verses 9 to 16 of this same psalm, Psalm 59.  

“For the sin of their mouth and the words of their lips, let them even be taken in their pride, 

and for the cursing and lying which, they speak. Consume them in wrath, consume them, 

That they may not be; and let them know that God rules in Jacob to the ends of the earth.  

And at evening they return, they growl like a dog, and go all around the city. They wander 

up and down for food, and howl if they are not satisfied.  

But I will sing of Your power; Yes, I will sing aloud of Your mercy in the morning; For You 

have been my defense and refuge in the day of my trouble. To You, O my Strength, I will sing 

praises; For God is my defense, My God of mercy.” 

 The king is overjoyed at hearing Daniel’s voice and immediately commands his servants 

to remove Daniel from the lions’ den. It seems Daniel was probably lifted directly out of the den 

by means of ropes. The king and the bystanders could hardly believe the fact that Daniel hadn’t 

sustained even the slightest injury throughout this whole experience! He attributes his deliverance 

to his faith in Almighty God.  

 As I said earlier, we shouldn’t infer from this account, or others like it, that God is obligated 

to physically deliver us in our times of trouble. Even Daniel’s friends, facing the incredible threat 

of the blazing fiery furnace recognized this possibility. But they said, “even if our God doesn’t 

physically deliver us from your hand, O King, we will not bow down and worship the image you’ve 

set up.” But of one thing we can be assured; the presence of God will accompany us in each and 

every situation! We will be delivered; in life or by death.  

 Now, the king commands that Daniel’s accusers be brought before him. Since this would 

have been a very large group of people, it’s likely that only the ringleaders were brought and 

thrown into the den. This would send a strong message to the other accusers to be very careful 

before accusing Daniel before the king.  

Showing his characteristic cruelty, Darius orders the wives and the children of these men 

to be thrown into the den with them. This punishment was in accordance with the treatment of 

false witnesses (Deuteronomy 19:16-21). It’s also illustrated in the case of Haman, in Esther 7:9-

10. With sickening finality, the biblical record states that these accusers and their families were 

torn to shreds before they ever reached the bottom of the den. What a horrible end!  

This chapter concludes with Darius’ proclamation to his whole realm. In it, he 
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acknowledges a very important reality; the permanence of God’s reign and kingdom. This 

reality is an important part of the definite deliverance for us as the children of God. No matter what 

happens to us physically, our ultimate deliverance is assured! In the words of the Apostle Paul, “to 

be absent from the body, is to be present with the Lord.” 

The king instructs his subjects they “must tremble and fear before the God of Daniel. For 

He is the living God, and steadfast forever; His kingdom is the one which shall not be destroyed, 

And His dominion shall endure to the end.  He delivers and rescues, And He works signs and 

wonders in heaven and on earth, who has delivered Daniel from the power of the lions.” 

Today, we live in an age of what is called “political correctness.” Employers, friends, 

families, community groups, and even churches can make it clear that certain viewpoints will not 

be tolerated. Bakers, florists, street evangelists, and others have felt the force of law being brought 

to bear against them because of their obedience to biblical commands and principles. Obedient 

Christ-followers are being pushed to the margins of society as haters, bigots, homophobes, and 

fanatics.  

The progression of these events may cause us to be fearful, discouraged, frustrated, and 

even angry. But let’s not forget at least two things: first, Jesus told us not to be surprised by this. 

They did the exact same things to Him. Second, we must remember that many of our brothers and 

sisters scattered across the world are enduring much greater suffering. Their endurance and 

courage should inspire us to greater faithfulness.  

Daniel’s life is clearly an Old Testament type of Jesus Christ. Both lived lives of 

impeccable holiness, though Daniel was not perfect. Both of them were falsely accused by those 

whom they should’ve been able to trust. False pretense and manufactured evidence were used in 

both their convictions.  

Daniel escaped immediate death only to die of old age. Jesus didn’t escape death; He 

embraced it in order to break its power. The lions’ den and the Garden Tomb were both sealed 

with the official seal of the governing powers. The first seal was broken by earthly authority, the 

second was broken by the power of God! Daniel emerged from the den alone; Jesus emerged from 

the tomb guaranteeing that we too will ultimately rise from the dead. Daniel showed us how to 

live, but Jesus, the greater Daniel, makes our living possible, worthwhile, and everlasting.  

May these realities encourage each of us in our pursuit of being “A Servant of the Living 

God.”  


