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“Introduction to Daniel” 

Daniel 1:1 and 2 

 

 

Some time ago I was reading an article about our memory as human beings; it was 

fascinating! One of the points of interest in the article was about our memories from childhood. 

Research has shown that as we age, our memories of childhood change. In fact, our memories can 

often be quite different from the actual facts! 

My earliest years of life were spent on a small dairy farm. I have certain memories of the 

house, the barn, the layout of the fields and the pastures. As a boy there were things that seemed 

really big to me. One memory in particular is of a huge rock that rested on the hillside just outside 

the pasture fence. As children, we would climb up on that big rock and shout, or just make loud 

noises. The reason we did that was to hear the echoes that were created.  

We moved away from that place when I was 11 or 12 years-old. Later, as a young adult, I 

realized that the rock that was so huge in my childhood really wasn’t so big after all. The size of 

the rock was relative to my size. As I grew, the rock wasn’t as big as it used to be. The rock didn’t 

actually change; it was my perception that changed.   

As I think back to my childhood, I recall hearing many Bible stories; either read to me by 

my mother or by a teacher in Sunday School class. I remember hearing about Elijah on Mt. Carmel, 

and his fiery showdown with the prophets of Baal. I remember the account of David and Goliath. 

That’s kind of like every boy’s dream; taking on the local bully and showing him who’s really in 

charge.  

And I remember the stories of Daniel, how he resolved in his heart not to defile himself with 

the food from the king’s table. And, of course, how, because of his prayer life, he spent the night 

in the lion’s den, but God protected him. How his three friends refused to bow to Nebuchadnezzar’s 

golden image and were delivered from the blazing, fiery furnace.  

The power of God on behalf of His people is amazing. I mean, to spend the night in a den 

with lions and not be mauled or eaten? That’s almost unbelievable; but it’s true!  

As I’ve gotten older and I think back to those stories, especially from the book of Daniel, 

I’m afraid we too often use these stories to reach questionable conclusions. Like; if you’re faithful 

to God, He will protect you from the lions (whether literal of figurative). But that conclusion 

violates the greater teaching of Scripture. Read the end of Hebrews 11 and see the list of people 
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who were faithful to God but lost their physical lives. So, what’s really the point of these stories? 

I hope to answer that question on upcoming broadcasts. 

On this edition of The Voice of Hope we’re beginning a series of study from the Old 

Testament book of Daniel. I’ve titled this series “Daniel’s God: Purpose, Providence, and 

Prophecy.” Today’s teaching will be introductory in nature.  

When we study Scripture it’s important to know the circumstance that existed when it was 

written, to whom it was written (the original readers), and why it was written. It’s also important 

to examine the kind of literature it is. Is it prose, or poetry, or prophecy, or something else?  

To some of you, this may seem unnecessary or even boring. But if we approach the 

Scriptures from our modern, Western cultural mindset, we will probably misunderstand what 

God’s Word is trying to say to us. So, having at least a minimum understanding of these things 

helps us to accurately interpret and apply the Scriptures to our lives. 

The opening verses of the book of Daniel provide some of the historical insight we’re 

looking for as we begin our study. So, let’s read those verses now. Daniel 1:1 and 2.   

 

“In the third year of the reign of Jehoiakim king of Judah, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon 

came to Jerusalem and besieged it. And the Lord gave Jehoiakim king of Judah into his hand, with 

some of the articles of the house of God, which he carried into the land of Shinar to the house of 

his god; and he brought the articles into the treasure house of his god.” 

 

The Historical Setting 

 The opening verse of Daniel refers to the third year of Jehoiakim, king of Judah; 

approximately 605 BC. In this setting, only about 20 years separate the current happenings from 

the destruction of Jerusalem and most of the population being deported to Babylon.  

At the time, Jehoiakim was paying tribute to Babylon, but he rebelled and sought help from 

Egypt. That was a bad choice. As a result, Nebuchadnezzar invaded Judah and besieged Jerusalem. 

We read about this in Second Kings 24:1 to 4. 

“In his days Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon came up, and Jehoiakim became his vassal 

for three years. Then he turned and rebelled against him. And the LORD sent against him raiding 

bands of Chaldeans, bands of Syrians, bands of Moabites, and bands of the people of Ammon; He 

sent them against Judah to destroy it, according to the word of the LORD which He had spoken by 
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His servants the prophets. Surely at the commandment of the LORD this came upon Judah, to 

remove them from His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he had done, 

and also because of the innocent blood that he had shed; for he had filled Jerusalem with 

innocent blood, which the LORD would not pardon.” 

God was bringing judgment on Judah because they had rejected the message of the 

prophets and continued their flagrant disobedience to His commands. As part of this judgment, 

Nebuchadnezzar also took vessels from the Temple and placed them in the house of his god in the 

land of Shinar. What’s the reason for that? The supposition of the day was that the gods of 

conquering nation were superior to the gods of the conquered nation.  

So, Nebuchadnezzar assumed that because he was able to conquer Judah, his gods (Bel, 

Aku, and Nebo), were more powerful than the Jehovah God of Judah. Daniel’s writing shows us 

how Nebuchadnezzar would learn the error of his conclusion through some very painful lessons.  

 

The Author 

 So, who wrote the book of Daniel? There’s never really been any serious question about 

who authored Daniel; except among critics who don’t believe in Divine inspiration. Jews accepted 

Daniel as the author, and so did Jerome, one of the early church fathers. Internally, the book claims 

Daniel as its author and Jesus quoted from Daniel’s prophecy in Matthew 24:15. Since Jesus, the 

Living Word, endorsed Daniel’s written words, that’s sufficient for me. And we will also see the 

historical accuracy of Daniel’s prophetic ministry. Which shows us that Daniel wrote both 

historical narrative and also predictive prophesy.     

 

Reason for Writing 

 Try to place yourself in the circumstances of the people of Judah. Certainly, the times they 

lived in looked dark. Babylon was rapidly becoming the world’s dominant power and seemed like 

there was nothing to stop them! Your city has been placed under siege, and in order to end that 

siege you had to surrender some of the gold and silver vessels from the Temple to satisfy the 

demands of your enemy.  

In addition, a significant group of young men from the leading families were taken from 

their homes and transported to Babylon. What would happen to them; would you ever see them 

again? Where was God in all of this; did He really care about His people?  
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"Daniel's purpose in writing blended the two themes of prophecy and piety. He wrote first 

to show God's future program for the nation of Israel during and after 'the times of the Gentiles.' 

Second, he wrote to show how we as believers should respond in the present as we await the 

coming kingdom of God. Daniel encourages his readers to remain faithful to God in a hostile 

society while they waited for God's promised kingdom." 

God’s supernatural power is revealed in the book of Daniel. Though Israel was laid waste, 

and all seemed lost, God was in control! The false gods of Babylon and Persia were no match for 

Jehovah. He would have the last word. 

I mentioned earlier that one theme of Daniel’s writing is prophecy. Charles Feinberg grew 

up in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania in an Orthodox Jewish Family. But as a young man, he embraced 

Jesus as his Messiah. He studied at several universities and eventually earned his Doctor of 

Theology degree from Dallas Theological Seminary.  

Later, he became the Professor of Semitics and Old Testament at Dallas Theological 

Seminary (where my mentor, Dr. J. Otis Yoder, had him as an instructor). Here’s what Charles 

Feinberg wrote about the book of Daniel; “"The book of Daniel is unquestionably the key to all 

biblical prophecy. It is the great apocalyptic book of the Old Testament, whereas Revelation is 

that of the New Testament. Passages such as Matthew 24-25, Mark 13, Luke 21, and the book 

of Revelation are unintelligible without a knowledge of the book of Daniel."  

We are deeply indebted to men like Dr. Charles Feinberg, Dr. John Walvoord, and Dr. J. 

Otis Yoder for their years of faithful study and exposition of the prophetic Scriptures.    

 

Theme of the Book 

 If we were to condense the overarching theme of the book of Daniel into one sentence, I 

don’t think we could do a better job that Bible scholar, F.F Bruce. He synopsis of the book of 

Daniel is, "Only God is truly sovereign, and He will establish His eternal kingdom."  

 It is my hope and prayer that as we study this book together, week by week, that we will 

be encouraged, inspired, and better prepared to worship and serve Daniel’s God - and our God - 

`El `Elyon – “The Most High God.”  

 

 

 


